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Thais Against Hate
May 20, 2021

Program
Opening Remarks
Panida Rzonca
TABA President

Remarks & Oath of Office of
2020-2021 Officers & Board
Judge Bryant Yang,Los Angeles Superior Court
introduced by Judy Suwatanapongched,
TABA Founding President & Board Member

Fireside Chat
Jee Suthamwanthanee,Asian Women’s Center
introduced by Tammy Sumontha,
TABA Board Member

Poetry by Pathanapong Ku
Inaugural Thai Law Student Scholarship Award
Nadda Rungruangphol,
UNT Dallas College of Law

presented by Justin Ruaysamran,

TABA Past President and Board Member

Closing Remarks
Panida Anna Pollawit
TABA President-Elect

2020-2021 TABA Board

TABA President

Panida Musikawong Rzonca is Directing
Attorney at Thai Community Development
Center. Panida oversees social and legal
services at Thai CDC; including the Thai CDC
legal unit that provides family based
immigration and naturalization services.
Panida’s experience includes advocating for
Thai victims of human trafficking at Thai CDC
since 2007. Currently, Panida is primarily
assisting victims of sex trafficking from what
may be the largest Thai sex trafficking
enterprise to date. She provides counsel to
victims who are called upon to be federal
witnesses, provides immigration legal
services and also case manages
comprehensive social services including
reporting trafficking cases to law enforcement
and assisting victims in navigating the legal
system to obtain immigration status,
restitution, and ultimately, justice. In addition
to her work in anti-human trafficking, Panida
has been involved with both labor and
housing rights advocacy. She is dedicated to
workers’ rights advocacy within the Thai
community working on public awareness
campaigns and direct services to help
workers navigate governmental agencies for
wage and fair labor standard claims. Panida
is also a board member of the California
Access to Justice Commission and was the
2018 President of the Thai American Bar
Association. Panida finished her J.D. at
Southwestern School of Law and her B.A. in
Political Science with a focus on International
Relations at the University of California at San
Diego.

TABA
President-Elect

Panida (Anna) Pollawit is currently an
attorney at Coburn & Greenbaum, PLLC in
Washington, D.C. where she practices
criminal, civil and legal malpractice
litigation. Prior to joining the firm, she was
with BakerHostetler LLP in New York. She
also clerked for the Alaska Court of
Appeals, a state court that
exclusively heard criminal cases. Anna
attended Georgetown Law and was a
member of the Criminal Defense & Prisoner
Advocacy Clinic and the Alternate Dispute
Resolution team where she competed in the
Vis East ADR moot competition in Hong
Kong. She spent her first year of law school
at Northeastern University School of Law in
Boston. Anna is a graduate of Trinity
College with a B.S. in Biochemistry and
studied abroad in Japan.
Anna grew up in Queens, NY and spent
much of her weekends and summers as a
child at a Buddhist temple in Elmhurst,
Queens where she learned how to read and
write in Thai. She joined TABA because she
wanted to meet other Thai-American
attorneys in the hopes of learning from them
given that both of her parents are not
attorneys, but rather specialize in the
making and selling of New York bagels.
She also hopes to use her training as a
lawyer to help Thais in America navigate the
complex legal system.

TABA Treasurer

TABA Secretary

Christopher T. Sukhaphadhana is senior
intellectual property counsel for Becton,
Dickinson and Company. His practice
includes client counseling, overseeing
freedom-to-operate analyses, and domestic
and foreign patent preparation and
prosecution. Chris has experience working
for a major consumer products company, a
large IP boutique law firm, and examining
patent applications for the federal
government. He earned his J.D. from the
University of Virginia School of Law, and his
B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana.
Chris served as the treasurer for the Asian
and Pacific American Law Student
Association while at the University of Virginia,
and as an advisor to the University of Illinois’
Thai American Insight undergraduate
student organization while at UIUC. He is a
founding board member of the Thai
American Bar Association and served as its
president from 2014-2015. Chris currently
serves on the governing boards for the
National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association and the Thai American
Samakkee Coalition.
Phatchara Udomsin was born and raised in
Thailand. He graduated from the University
of Hawaii School of Law and currently works
as a staff attorney at the Thai Community
Development Center, a non-profit
organization in Los Angeles, CA. Phatchara
has assisted victims of human trafficking as
well as worked to assist and advocate for
underprivileged members of the Thai
community in the U.S. He hopes to bring a
public interest perspective to TABA and to
assist TABA in serving the Thai community.

Board of Governors
Mac Bunyanunda is a Lecturer in Political
Science at Chapman University in Orange,
CA. He is a former multi-term TABA Board
Member, the former Chairperson of TABA's
Committee on Law School Outreach, and a
Founding Member. Mac graduated from the
University of Southern California Law School
where he served on the editorial board of
the Southern California Law Review. His
previous experience includes work at Mayer
Brown in Los Angeles, in Bangkok at the
Royal Development Projects Board, and as
an intern at the Thai law firm of Vickery &
Worachai. Additionally, Mac has taught at
the Claremont Colleges and at UCLA, where
he was a recipient of the University
Distinguished Teaching Award. He has
been active in the Thai community of
Southern California, having also served
previously as a Board Member and Board
Chairperson of the Thai Community
Development Center.
Justin Ruaysamran is Vice President,
Corporate Counsel at Jennison Associates
LLC, a registered investment adviser
offering active investment management
services to institutional investors and
registered and unregistered collective
investment vehicles. Justin is the current
President of TABA and is active in the
National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association, where he co-founded the
Financial Services Network. Justin earned
his law degree from Northwestern
University School of Law (Pritzker) and his
undergraduate degree from the University
of Chicago.

Board of Governors
Tammy Sumontha graduated with a
Bachelor degree of Law from Thammasat
University in Thailand. During her time at
Thammasat University, she served on the
committee for the University Law Journal.
After receiving her Bachelor degree, she
worked as a legal consultant for Krung Thai
Bank, where she provided legal advice to
Bank officers and the Board of Directors at
the headquarters and Krung Thai Bank
branches nationwide. She was one of the
team leaders spearheaded the introduction
and implementation guidance of the
Thailand Bankruptcy Act Reform of 1997 to
the Krung Thai Bank Board of Directors.
She also spearheaded the legal team in
the seminar “Year 2000, where the internet
and the law collide” to Krung Thai Bank
Board of Directors. After almost 3 years of
working in Thailand, she came to the U.S.
to continue her legal studies at California
Western School of Law, where she later
received her Master’s Degree of Law. After
graduation, Tammy worked at Sony
Electronics Inc. and volunteered at several
local nonprofit organizations. During this
time, she was involved with providing
federal and administrative advocacy to
Thais with limited English proficiency who
were eligible to receive benefits, but were
in a situation where they were unable to
provide proof of their eligibility or had
difficulties accessing their records. She
assisted Thais and other individuals in
obtaining immigration status, and social
security benefits, including free medical
treatments.

Due to her continued and tireless
contributions to the community, Tammy
was nominated and selected to receive
several awards, such as the Judge Judith
Keep award and The Outstanding
Community Service Award, both of which
are prestigious and rarely presented.
Tammy was the first Thai-born lawyer who
was nominated and selected to receive
these awards. Currently, Tammy manages
her immigration law firm that she founded
since 2011 and her linguistic service that
she founded in 2013, both are located in
downtown San Diego, CA. The law firm
focuses their practice in immigration for all
family-based and employment-based
petitions, including representation before
the EOIR and BIA. The linguistic service
provides translation and interpretations in
the Thai and Lao languages. Tammy is
licensed to practice with the state bar of
New York and a member of the Judicial
Council of California Court Interpreter
Program.

Board of Governors
Juthamas Judy Suwatanapongched is an
associate in the business litigation group at
the downtown Los Angeles office of
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP.
She received her J.D. from the University of
Southern California Law School in 2009 and
her B.A. in Political Science and Sociology
from Northwestern University in 2005. As
an undergraduate, Judy was actively
involved in the Asian Pacific American
community and served as president of
Northwestern's Thai Club. Before law
school, Judy taught Thai Classical Dance
at the Thai Cultural and Fine Arts Institute in
Chicago and various universities. At USC,
she was Internal Vice-President of the
Asian Pacific American Law Student
Association. Judy served as the Asian
Pacific American Bar Association of Los
Angeles County's President in 2015 and
now sits on its Advisory Board. Judy is one
of the Founding Members of the Thai
American Bar Association, was the
founding President, and has served on
TABA's Advisory Board and Board.

Board of Governors
Tonya Vachirasomboon is a member of
Dentons’ Corporate practice. She advises
businesses in meeting their strategic
objectives and focuses her practice in the
areas of mergers and acquisitions,
private equity transactions, securities
offerings, corporate governance, public
company compliance and banking
regulation. Tonya has extensive
experience representing private and
public companies, including financial
institutions, in stock and asset
acquisitions and divestitures, mergers
and other reorganizations. She regularly
advises banks and bank holding
companies with respect to banking
regulatory matters and securities law
compliance. Tonya also frequently assists
startup and emerging companies with
forming and structuring their companies,
private placements and other capital
raises, and negotiation of commercial
contracts. As chair of Dentons Bingham
Greenebaum’s Diversity & Inclusion
Committee, Tonya works with firm
leadership to promote practices and
procedures which support diversity and
inclusion within the firm and in our legal
communities. She represents the firm in a
number of its diversity and inclusion
initiatives on a local and national level.

TABA Founding Members
Mann Bunyanunda
Michelle Bussarakum
Into Champon
Steve Chariyasatit
Wareewan Tina Charoenpong
Win Chevapravatdumrong
Luci-Ellen Chun
Gary C. Eto
Hon. Alan Freidenthal
Maria Harrington
Terry Huttayananont
Srivitta Kengskool
Jane Kespradit
Kathy Khommarath
Tanya Kiatkulpiboone
Edward W. Lew
Nedrudee Liu
Alisa Manasantivongs
Don Nghiem
Sam Puathasnanon
Panida Musikawong Rzonca
Raymond Sakai
Tanasawat Jacob Satayaviboon
Vasudhsiri T. Sathienmars
Sanya Sukduang
Christopher T. Sukhaphadhana
Tammy Sumontha
Edmond Sung
William Sung
Juthamas Judy Suwatanapongched
Lisa D. Tanner
Sirithon Thanasombat
Tonya Vachirasomboon
Phunphilas Viravan
Connie Charoonsrisavasd Wood
Lorraine Yu

The Thai American Bar Association
The Thai American Bar Association ("TABA") is the first
organization to support Thai and Thai-American legal
professionals in the United States. TABA was formed out of the
recognition that there is a growing number of Thai-American
attorneys in the Southern California region. TABA’s members are
comprised of practicing attorneys at small and large law firms,
corporate in-house counsel, government and public interest
attorneys, law students, and other members of the legal profession.
TABA was established to reflect the interests and needs of
the Thai and Thai-American community in Southern California and
foster relationships with other legal organizations. However,
TABA is a national organization and its objectives include
coordinating services to the greater Thai community, fostering
relationships with other legal organizations and the legal
community at large, mentoring law students and those interested
in the legal field, and facilitating the professional development of
and providing networking opportunities for the association’s
members.
TABA’s events and activities include legal clinics, continuing
legal education seminars, legal networking opportunities and
recep-tions, student outreach, community forums, and various
programs.
TABA Committees:
COMMUNITY CONCERNS
FINANCE
IN HOUSE COUNSEL
LAW STUDENT OUTREACH
MCLE/PROGRAMS
MEDIA/WEBSITE
MEMBERSHIP
SOCIAL
To join or learn more about TABA, please visit
www.tabalawyers.org

Remarks & Oath of Office

Judge Bryant Yang, Los Angeles Superior Court
Bryant Y. Yang is a Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge.
Prior to his appointment to the bench by Governor Gavin
Newsom, he was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Criminal
Division of the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Central District of
California, where he prosecuted federal cases involving public
corruption, international drug trafficking and cartels, money
laundering, and financial crimes. He also served as a senior
litigation attorney at Irell & Manella, LLP, specializing in criminal
defense and business litigation, and achieving precedent-setting
victories like obtaining the first-ever resentencing under the
California Fair Sentencing for Youth Act for a pro bono client who
had been sentenced to life without the possibility of parole. He
was the Deputy Director of Voter Protection for Organizing for
America in Nevada. Judge Yang was a judicial law clerk for U.S.
Ninth Circuit Judge Barry G. Silverman and U.S. District Judge S.
James Otero. He also served as a Special Prosecutor and
Special Counsel for the City Attorneys' Offices of Burbank and
Glendale, respectively. He started his career as an associate at
Morrison & Foerster LLP, practicing patent litigation. Judge Yang
received his B.A. from U.C. Berkeley, where he graduated with
High Distinction and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He obtained
his J.D. from U.C. Berkeley School of Law. He is the first
Burmese American judge in the United States.
Judge Yang is a past President of the Asian Pacific American Bar
Association of Los Angeles County, a past President of the
Greater Los Angeles Chapter of OCA-Asian Pacific American
Advocates, a past Chair of the City of Monterey Park’s Recreation
and Parks Commission, and a founder of the Jeff Yang Memorial
Scholarship. He is a recipient of the Daily Journal's California
Lawyer Attorneys of the Year Award, the California State Bar's
Jack Berman Award of Achievement for Distinguished Service to
the Profession and the Public, the National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association's "Best Under 40" Award, the American
Bar Association's "On the Rise - Top 40 Young Lawyers" Award,
the USC Public Interest Law Foundation's Pro Bono Attorney of
the Year Award, and the Western Center on Law and Poverty's
"Rock Star" Award.

Fireside Chat

Jee Suthamwanthanee, Asian Women's Shelter
Jee Suthamwanthanee is responsible for coordinating the
language advocacy program at Asian Women’s Shelter, which
includes the recruitment, hiring and training of and follow-up work
with active paid, on-call language advocates at the shelter. Jee
comes from Bangkok, Thailand, where she completed her BA in
Education.
After working in Bangkok for several years, Jee came to the US in
1989 to continue her studies. She completed her MA in
Counseling Psychology at Notre Dame de Namur University in 1993.
Since that time, Jee has been actively involved in the
movement to end domestic violence, working with several other San
Francisco non-profits with domestic violence programs, then
volunteering at AWS for six years, and finally joining AWS as staff in
1997. She has extensive experience working with survivors of
domestic violence, and is a well-known anti-violence advocate in
the Thai Buddhist community in the Bay Area.
Because of her advocacy on behalf of underserved populations,
she received the 2008 Local Heroes Award from Bank of America.
sh
Since 2016, Jee has volunteered her time everyday to
answer questions, post new information, update news for Thai
immigrants on several Thai Facebook forums in the United States
i.e. for San Francisco & the Bay area , for California , and for Thais in
the U.S.A
Since 2018, Jee has served as a board member of Thai American
Samakkee Coalition.
Since 2019, Jee has been the board president of a volunteer
based group called the Thai Unity Community which is in the
registration process
to
become
a
501(c)(3)
non-profit
organization in San Francisco.
In addition to the work that she does in the Bay Area, Jee has
also used her professional experience to raise awareness of
domestic violence and human trafficking in her native Thailand.

Pathanapong Ku is a writer and
therapist from Thailand and Los
Angeles. He was raised in a working
class and single income family. He has
served the Thai community and greater
Los Angeles community for more than
ten years with community organizations
such as Thai Community Development
Center and with City and County
government organizations. He received
his Master of Social Work degree at Cal
State University, Northridge.

Thai Law Student
Scholarship Recipient

Nadda Rungruangphol is a firstgeneration Thai-American from Dallas,
Texas. She earned her BBA from Baylor
University and then worked in Human
Resources roles prior to attending law
school, fueling her passion to help
people, especially employees and
management who were faced with
challenging and at times, life-altering
situations in the workplace. Nadda
chose to go to law school after realizing
she wanted to contribute in a deeper
and more impactful way for these
individuals. She will graduate from UNT
Dallas College of Law this month and
then begin preparing for the Bar exam.
In her free time, she enjoys cooking and
finding new trails to run on. She is both
humbled and proud to accept the
Inaugural Thai Law Student Scholarship
Award and hopes to continue working
together with others to end API hate.

Take Action
Learn more about the history of racism, sexism
and xenophobia against Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders in the United States. Take an
online training on bystander intervention. Learn
how your actions can make a difference.
Volunteer as a pro bono attorney to advocate
for the rights of the AAPI community, or in other
capacities that speak to your interests and
strengths. Call your representatives to support
anti-hate crime legislation.
Donate to organizations whose missions you
believe in such as Stop AAPI Hate, Asian
Americans Advancing Justice, Thai Unity
Community, Thai Community Development
Center, and bar associations like TABA.
Speak up in the workplace to hire and promote
AAPIs in your organization. Speak up to family,
friends, and acquaintances when they
perpetuate stereotypes. Report hate crimes that
you experience or witness. Reject bigotry and
bias that have been ingrained in us.
For more information visit: TABAlawyers.org/resources
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Live and work in America.
We make it possible!
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Attorney Advertisement. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

On behalf ofAPABA, we extend our w_,armest
congratulations to the incoming Officers and Board
of Governors of the Thai American Bar Association.
Arnold Lee
APABA President
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TO SU PPORT THE
THAI AMERICAN BAR
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INSTALLATION GALA
Thai CDC will continue to advocate
for the rights of all vulnerable and
disadvantaged people to bring
about justice while building stronger
and healthier communities.
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Sponsors
TABA thanks the following sponsors for their support

Special Thanks

Asian Pacific American Bar Association
of Los Angeles County
The Honorable Bryant Yang
Tammy Sumontha

